
Germany in 1500

Extreme fragmentation

300 separate states, including

65 Free Imperial Cities

(Reichstadt)  

plus

2,000 Free Imperial Knights

(Reichsritter)

Elected Emperor (weak ruler)



Golden Bull of 1356

15th C. manuscript 

German Emperor

and  seven electors

Archbishops of 

Mainz, Cologne, Trier

King of Bohemia

Margrave of Brandenburg

Count Palatine of the Rhine

Duke of Saxony

(Saxony later divided into 

Ducal Saxony & Electoral Saxony)



Double-headed Hapsburg eagle with coats of arms of individual 

states, symbol of the Holy Roman Empire (painting from 1510)



Maximillian I

Emperor 1493-

1519

Grandfather of

Charles V

Painting by 

Albrect

Durer 1518

Famous for 

arranging 

strategic dynastic 

marriages



Charles V Hapsburg

King Carlos I of Spain

1519 elected German Emperor

Successor to his grandfather

Maximillian



Hapsburg

Lands  

16th C..



Charles V

illuminated

manuscript



St. 

Christopher



Madonna of Mercy Ghirlandaio 1472



The Beautiful

Virgin of 

Regensburg

Miracle working 

woodcut image

1519

Albrecht Altdorfer



Pilgrimage to the

Madonna of Regensburg   

1520

Michael Ostendorfer





Early

medieval

Icelandic 

manuscript

on animal skin





12 C. 

Manuscript

of Lancelot



Manuscript

Bible of 

13th C



Illuminated

manuscript

depicting 

the Pentecost

Descent of the

Holy Spirit to

Apostles 40 

days after 

Easter 



13th C

manuscript

with 

personified 

virtues



1400

Illuminated

Brevarium

(priest’s

prayer book)



1403

Illuminated

manuscript

Elogium

Visconti

family, Milan



1450

Illuminated

manuscript

Bible

Borso d’Este

Duke of Ferrara



1450

Illuminated

manuscript

Bible

Borso d’Este

Duke of Ferrara



1441 San Marco Library in Florence (endowed by Cosimo de’ Medici)

San Marco library, Florence 1441 built by Cosimo de’ Medici



San Marco

Florence

Illuminated

choir mss



1450

Manuscript

of Livy’s

History of

Roman Republic

Florence



1450

Book of 

Hours

for

Lorenzo

de’ Medici



1477

Inauguration

of Platina

(kneeling)

as Vatican

librarian

Sixtus IV

(seated)

with four

nephews

(standing)

Melozzo da

Forli, painter



Johann

Von

Gutenberg

Mainz 

Germany

Mid 15th C



Gutenberg

Bible

First printed 

book



13th C.

Manuscript

Bible



Gutenberg Bible, open, with hand illuminated capitals



Gutenberg

printed

page of 

Bible

with hand

illumination



Gutenberg

Letter of 

St. Jerome



15th

Century

German 

Bible

with 

commentary



Nuremberg 

Chronicles

1493

printed with

illustrations



Boniface

VIII

Decretals

Canon 

Law

with 

commentary 





Decretals

with 

commentary



1521

Latin

Missal

(Mass

Book)



Incunabula

Cradle 

period

of printing

1450-1500



1455 Indulgence Form to be filled in and signed (German: Ablassbrief)



Livy’s

History of

Rome

printed

Venice

1470 



Printer’s 

Mark of

Aldus

Manutius,

Venice



Aldine

Horace

illuminated







Aldine

Greek

text



Aldine

Greek New

Testament

edited by

Erasmus

Published 1516







Albrecht

Durer

Erasums

1526



Holbein

Erasmus

1523



Justinian Code 

1496




